[Is male fertility declining?].
In the lay press, a worldwide decline in male fertility is often accepted. In fact, this assumption is based on a meta-analysis of "normal sperm parameters" in the medical literature between 1938-1998 and based on retrospective studies from several centers. Other studies, however, have not shown a decrease of sperm parameters. Some have even shown an increase of sperm parameters. Some have even shown an increase of sperm parameters. A critical analysis of all these studies shows great differences between studies in selection of normal men, measurement of sperm parameters, analysis of data, ... Also, unexplained geographical differences in sperm density exist that may influence the analysis. In conclusion, a worldwide decline of sperm quality or male fertility has not been scientifically proved.